 Guideline for Confirmation Letter of Intent to Fr. Chester Zalubski .   
Before the celebration of Confirmation, the pastor is required by Canon Law to know that candidates are being properly prepared. He should also know that you have a desire for and knowledge of the sacrament. To help Father Chester meet this responsibility, we ask you to write a letter to him. The letter is to address at least two basic questions:

1. “What does Confirmation mean to you?” In your own words, (at least one paragraph) explaining what the sacrament of Confirmation means to you???

2. “Why do you want to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation?” Again, in your 

own words, you are to state (in one paragraph) why you feel you are ready 

to celebrate this sacrament. 

***Sample Aid for Confirmation Letter of Intent***

Be creative in your letter to him!

This can be hand written or computer generated.
Dear Father Chester,

· I am (introduce yourself) …

· To me, the sacrament of Confirmation means… 

· I want to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation because…

· The Confirmation name I have chosen is… because…

· I have asked … to be my sponsor because…

· I know that the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit that I will be sealed

 and strengthened with at the celebration of Confirmation, will help

 me to bear witness to the gospel of Jesus and to join in building

 up the Church. I wish to share in that work in a special way by…

· I intend to be active at the Catholic Community of St. Catherine of Siena in these ways… 

Sincerely, (or closing of your choice)

(Full Name of Candidate)

***Your letter is due by Sunday, January 31, 2012 ***

Put in an envelope marked “Letter of Intent”

CHOOSING A SPONSOR


For the sacrament of Confirmation, it is required that a candidate chooses a sponsor to aide them along their Confirmation journey and life faith journey after the celebration of Confirmation. The process of discernment is necessary in choosing a sponsor. The sponsor, along with the parents, are to have a lifelong commitment of helping a candidate understand and live a Catholic life. It is recommended that the sponsor be one that was chosen at Baptism. Understandably, this may not be an option so we offer some recommendations, guide and requirements of a sponsor. 

It is the function of the sponsor to:

· Assist in the preparation of the sacrament by helping the candidate integrate the teachings of Jesus into his/her daily living.

· Encourage the candidate by growing in a faith relationship.

· Accompany the candidate and present him/her to the Minister at Confirmation.

· Help the confirmed person fulfill his/her promises faithfully, under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

· To help the candidate on his/her spiritual journey and share his/her own faith with the candidate.

Please take note of the following important factors in regards in choosing your sponsor:

· Is a Baptized Catholic who has received Eucharist and has been Confirmed?

· Is a practicing Catholic who participates in the Eucharist celebration every Sunday? 

· Lives a good Catholic Christian life? 

· Is at least 16 years of age? 

· Does this person live near enough to me to truly be able to be a guide and a support? 

· May be either male or female for any candidate.

· Not be the father or mother of the one to be confirmed.

After you have decided in who you (the candidate) would like to be your sponsor, it is recommended that YOU call or write the person whom you would like to choose as a sponsor and ask them to be part of your faith journey in this unique way. After your sponsor is chosen & accepts, you must give the elected sponsor the “Statement of Good Standing” form which is to be completed and returned to St. Catherine’s Religious Education Office by February 29, 2012. 

NOTE: If your sponsor is registered at St. Catherine of Siena, the sponsor must sign the form and then it must be submitted to the Religious Education Office for certification. 
