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Liturgical Ministries

Altar Servers  

Altar Servers assist at Mass and at other liturgical celebrations.  Boys and girls must be entering the Fourth Grade and older in order to be eligible for this ministry.  Adults are also welcome to this ministry and are especially appreciated during weekday Masses. Training sessions will be available for interested participants.  Schedules can be made to accommodate the family Mass time preference.  This is a great way that the young people of this parish community to take an active role.  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion  

The Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are chosen, from the community and distribute Holy Communion at Mass.  In addition, they Minister to the Sick through visits to local hospitals and to homebound parishioners of St. Catherine’s as a way to reinforce how Christ and his Church are concerned for them.  

Music  

Adult Choir – The Adult Choir leads the congregation in song at selected Sunday Masses as well as at key liturgical and sacramental services throughout the year.  

Instrumentalists – Instrumentalists add to the beauty and enhance the solemnity of our worship on weekend Masses and other religious celebrations.  Parishioners with musical talent are encouraged to become part of this ministry.  

Youth Choir – the Youth Choir is comprised of third to eight grade students who offer their unique style of praise to God.  The Youth Choir sings at special children’s liturgies throughout the year.  

Readers  

Readers proclaim the Word of God during Sunday Liturgy and other liturgical celebrations.  Involvement, as a reader, requires a brief training session and practice prior to each reading assignment.  Service as reader is open to all adult members of the St. Catherine community.  In addition, high school students of the parish would be welcomed as volunteers.  

Sacristan  

The Sacristans maintain the altar and the sacristy and prepare for liturgical celebrations.  

Ushers  

Ministers of Hospitality duties involve greeting, seating, collection of contributions and selecting parishioners to take up offertory gifts.  Their endeavor is to welcome all in the parish.  

Sacramental Ministries  

Baptism Preparation  

The aim of the Baptism Preparation Group is to encourage parents and godparents to undertake their duties in a responsible manner and to give them support in keeping the promises that are made during the Baptism service.  

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA)  

RCIA provides an atmosphere of prayers, support and sharing on the journey towards initiation for those seeking membership or full communion in the Catholic Church.  Anyone wishing more information in coming into the Catholic Faith or completing the Sacraments of Communion and/or Confirmation are encouraged to sign-up.  Confirmed Adult Catholics are also needed to be part of the unique core team to catechize to the catechumens.  

Devotional Ministries  

Eucharistic Adoration (Monthly)  

Monthly Adoration takes place the first Friday of each month with Benediction prior to the evening liturgy.  The sign-up sheet for Holy Hours is available in the undercroft the week before.  

Rosary Society  

The purpose of this ministry is to promote the honor of Our Blessed Mother and devotion to her rosary.  The Rosary Society meets the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm at the Church to recite the Rosary.  Following is a meeting where various yearly functions such as charitable events or spiritual programs are discussed.  On some occasions, guest speakers are the focus for the monthly meeting. 

Faith Formation Ministries  

Adult Friendship Ministry  

This ministry provides an opportunity to meet people and engage in pleasant activities, which include monthly gatherings, prayer, social, educational and spiritual experiences as well as occasional day trip for our mature members.  

Bereavement Ministry  

This is a ministry of consolation at the time of death.  Members are available pray with the bereaved, to listen and offer friendship, comfort and support during the healing process.  

Book Club  

This is a group within the parish who gather during Advent and Lent to grow in their spiritual life through discussions centered on a pre-selected book of the faith.  This club incorporates those who lead the discussion as well as those who participate in the discussion.  Gatherings are usually held once a week at the Church.  

Camp St. Catherine Committee  

A highlight of the faith life of the parish is the annual week-long Summer Camp.  Themes for the yearly camp are based on various doctrines of the Catholic Faith.  The counselors are made up of high school students and adult parishioners.  

Catechist (weekly/monthly)  

Religious Education Sessions are offered for our younger parishioners entering kindergarten through eighth grade.  Instruction is given by catechists who teach a curriculum that is experimental as well as “academic.”  The Religious Education Program is looking for Confirmed Catholic Adults to join us as Catechists, Aides, Substitutes and Hall Monitors.  Training and support provided.  

Men’s Scripture Group

This ministry of St. Catherine’s meets for prayer, fellowship and bible study.  Topics range from Biblical subjects to men’s issues to current ethical issues.  Meetings take place Sunday evenings in the Undercroft of the Church.  

Respect for Life:  

As Christians, we are called to defend human life and to work for peace based on justice for all – born and unborn, young and old, sick and well.  Our faith calls us to use “our everyday opportunities and responsibilities, our voices and votes to defend human life, human dignity, and human rights.”  Members teach about the sanctity of human life, help those in need, and advocate laws and policies that affirm human life.  

Youth Ministry Member

All High School students are welcome to become a member of the Youth Ministry.  There are many social and service activities provided by this ministry.  Participation in the Youth Ministry strengthens and affirms ones faith in God, provides opportunities to serve the community while gathering with other parishioners of High School age.  

Service Ministries

Cub Scout Pack #119  

The adventure begins with Cub Scouting, a year-round family program designed for boys in the first through fifth grades, or seven to ten years of age.  It is the beginning of life long journey of growth and experiences.  

For more than 100 years Scouting has emphasized shared leadership, learning about the community, family understanding, character development, citizenship training, and personal fitness.  This program provides character building opportunities and education in a broad range of subjects and skills.  It prepares young people to make ethical choices over their lifetimes  

Events & Hospitality  

This committee provides and serves baked goods and refreshments at parish functions and sacramental celebrations.  Help is always welcomed in food preparation and providing a celebratory atmosphere.  

Financial Peace University  

Financial Peace University is a fun and entertaining video curriculum taught by financial expert Dave Ramsey that incorporates small-group discussions to encourage accountability and discipleship. Whether it's planning a secure retirement, figuring out how to send the kids to college, or ensuring that your family tree remains strong and prosperous well into the future, Financial Peace University can help you get the most value from your time and money, no matter what your life stage or circumstances.  Dave’s accessible, holistic approach and keen understanding of life issues facing adults and children today has provided lasting benefits to thousands of families.  

 Food Pantry  

The Flemington Food Pantry and the Phillipsburg Catholic Charities Food Pantry are two local agencies supported through the generosity of the parishioners of St Catherine’s.  Members of this ministry help by maintaining contact with these agencies, responding to their needs and transporting food from the church and local merchants to the pantries.  Donations of non-perishable food items are always welcome and may be left in the marked containers in the Undercroft and at the Parish Center.  In addition, drivers are always needed to deliver the food to the pantries.  

Knights of Columbus

St. Catherine of Siena, Knights of Columbus, Council #15217 is a fraternal organization for Catholic gentlemen, over the age of eighteen, based upon four core principles:  

1. Charity - Knights of Columbus actively support Food for Families, Coats for Kids, mothers who choose life for their babies plus Special Olympics, the Global Wheelchair Mission and Habitat for Humanity.   
2. Unity –We on the support and encouragement of our brother Knights as we work to make life better in our parish and community.  

3. Fraternity –In the Knights of Columbus, we watch out for and take care of one another.  

4. Patriotism –We are proud of our devotion to God and country, and remind the world that Catholics support their nations and are amongst its most devoted citizens.  

St. Catherine’s Council #15217 meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at St Catherine’s Parish Center.  

Interfaith Hospitality Network of Hunterdon County

The Interfaith Hospitality Network of Hunterdon County, Inc. ministers to the needs of low-income, homeless women and families by providing temporary housing, meals and other physical needs through a network of committed congregations throughout Hunterdon County.  The organization advocates for affordable housing, transportation, and living-wage employment, and providing counseling, case management and mentoring services to guide program participants in their quest to re-establish their individual pride and independence.  

The IHN of Hunterdon County envisions a day when adequate, affordable housing is available to everyone.  
Peace and Social Justice Committee

The sick and homebound is of great importance to the Social Concerns Committee.  This ministry visits parishioners in their homes or nursing homes and provides meals for new Moms and parishioners who are sick or recuperating from illness.  Services such as food shopping and general errands are also an important part of their work.  

Congratulatory, bereavement, get well and encouragement cards are provided by this ministry to our parishioners as circumstances require.  .

Picnic Committee

The Parish Picnic is held in September of each year.  In order to make this a wonderful parish gathering, volunteers are needed to prepare flyers, create tickets and sign-up sheets, write letters for donations, organize raffle tickets, games and activities.  Many are needed to set-up, clean-up, cook and direct traffic on the day.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Participants in the project are knitting or crocheting shawls, baptism blankets and other items as gifts for a special person in their own lives or to those in the greater community who are in need of a gift of love and compassion, created in God’s spirit.  The items are being created in a meditative and prayerful way, both individually and during organized circles, where we join in fellowship, prayer, creativity and learning.  If you’re an experienced knitter or crotchetier, or if you’ve always wanted to learn, or if you enjoy creating any type of hand-work, done in a meditative and prayerful way, please join in this Ministry.  

Wedding Coordinator  

This ministry serves as the liaison between the Church and wedding principles.  Activities include discussions regarding details of Wedding Policy and conducting rehearsals, in advance of the wedding.    

Welcome Committee

The Welcome Committee is a group of parishioners who visit and welcome new members of St. Catherine’s.  Members should be “up-beat” and knowledgeable about parish life.  In addition they maintain the accuracy of the material found in the “Welcome Packet”.  This ministry strives to make new families feel comfortable and at home in their new parish in an effort toward building the community of St. Catherine in Time, Talent and Treasure.  

Church Environment  

Audio/Visual  

Members of this ministry ensure that proper audio and visual capabilities are available at Mass, in the church undercroft, during Camp St Catherine and other liturgical celebrations at off-site venues.  Volunteers must have a good working knowledge of how to set up, break down and operate a broad range of audio/visual equipment.  

Building Maintenance  

Share your gifts and talents as electricians, plumbers, engineers, architects, painters and masons.  Whatever you skills, you are welcome to lend a hand to this ministry as the need or special projects arise at both St. Catherine’s church and the parish center.  

Decorating  

The decorating committee plans and decorates both the church and parish center for Christmas, Easter, sacramental ceremonies and other liturgical celebrations.  

Landscaping Committee  

The Landscape Committee maintains the “knot garden” outside the entrance to St. Catherine’s church undercroft and smaller plantings by the main entrances to the church.  In addition, the members of this ministry have added to landscape maintenance of the parish center to their list of dutieds

Sanctuary Guild  

The Sanctuary Guild is responsible for the weekly cleaning of the Church, its undercroft and the parish center.  They help to keep seasonal decorations looking their best as well as ironing, sewing and polishing materials when needed.  

Parish Development  

Financial Council  

The importance of be conscientious stewards of the generosity of our parishioners, especially in these times of economic uncertainty and intense scrutiny cannot be overemphasized.  The function of this ministry is to review diocesan financial and parish audit reports, whenever available and taking appropriate action as required.  Members will meet with the Pastor or administrator at least quarterly.  

Office Assistants  

Volunteers in this ministry help the office staff with monthly and special event mailings.  Duties include duplicating, folding material, stuffing envelopes and applying labels and postage.  This work is accomplished during normal office business hours, on an as needed basis.  

Parish Historian  

The aim of the historian is to encourage and facilitate the recording and preservation of significant past and current events in the history of St. Catherine’s parish.  

Parish Pastoral Council  

Formed at the direction of the Diocese, the parish pastoral council is a consultative group consisting of the Pastor and selected members of the parish.  Their function is to monitor and understand current opportunities facing the parish and threats to its vibrancy.  The council acts as the Pastors sounding board and is involved with practical decisions of consequence resulting from investigation and reflection.  It sets priorities, proposes practical solutions and sets benchmarks for success in the parish’s ministry.  

Printable Materials – 

This ministry provides printed materials for Religious Education and parish needs.  Experienced graphic designers provide that professional image for the parish.  

Scrip / Gift Card Program  

This program offers pre-paid debit cards, for a major area grocery store, as a fund raiser.  The parish currently realizes a 5% return on the face value of all the cards sold.  The proceeds from this “no cost” fund raiser help to offset the charitable works of the parish.  

Volunteers are needed to sell the Scrip cards at all Masses.  Cards are also available in the church office during the week.  All parishioners are encouraged to participate in this ongoing fundraising effort.   

Stewardship Committee    

The main objective of the Stewardship Committee is to permeate parish life and activity so that the faithful recognize the call of Christian Stewards.  The committee encourages people to commit time, talent and treasure to God’s mission through the Church.   

The committee also supports all functioning ministries and creates or retires ministries as the needs of the Parish dictates.  

Web Site – 

The responsibilities of the Web-Master are to design, create, maintain and update a web site to provide detailed, accurate information regarding parish operations to parishioners and others.  The accuracy and timeliness of the information contained on the Parish web site is the responsibility of the ministry heads that use it as a communication tool.  We welcome photographers, writers/researchers and html buffs to join us.
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